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Welcome to WAGA
We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to the many new 
members that have recently 
acquired an allotment plot. Some 
of you we know have been waiting 
for a number of years to realise 
your ambition of growing your own 
produce.

We also welcome many new 
Garden members who take 
advantage of our Trading Hut 
facilities to keep their gardens well 
stocked and in good order.

Hopefully, we can entice our new 
members to become involved in 
participating in the following item 
in the Newsletter.

51st Annual Show - Saturday 22nd August 2015 at the William
Loveless Hall
Organising the 51st WAGA Horticultural Show is well under way, the 
Show Committee are hoping to build on the extremely successful 
50th Show of last year.
There are one or two slight changes to the show schedule, with the 
re-introduction of marmalade and a change in the Baking Section to
introduce the making of a carrot cake, a firm favourite!
Something new, as well as the Flower and Vegetable Stall there will 
be a “Garden Jumble”. Anything, with the exception of electrical 
goods and plastic plant pots, will hopefully be on sale. So if you 
have any unwanted tools, garden furniture, ceramic or terracotta 
pots, or anything else you can think of which fits under the “Garden 
Jumble” umbrella donations will be very welcome. These will be 
required on the morning of the Annual Show from 8.00am outside 
the William Loveless Hall.
If HUGE items are donated and not sold, then we would ask for the 
donation to be collected and returned to whence it came.
Again we are hoping for lots of entries to make this 51st Show even 
better than last year. If any new or established members would like 
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to help on the day please leave your contact details at the Trading 
Hut.
As last year, all trophy winners, and winners in the children’s 
categories will receive medals which they can keep. So there is, 
once again even more reason to enter.

Watch out for the show schedules and entry forms arriving in mid-
June.

2



Stewards for the Show – John Stewart will be requiring a number 
of members to be stewards on the actual day. This involves walking 
around with the judges and preparing tickets when final judgments 
have been made. It is a very interesting and informative role, as you
learn from the judges what attributes makes an award winning 
parsnip, tomato etc.

Grand Draw tickets – for the Annual Show will be available to all 
members to sell and will be coming out with the Newsletter. Bob 
and Iris Baldwin are organising the Grand Draw and their efforts last
year were absolutely fantastic. Please give your support by selling 
as many tickets as you can to family and friends.  Thank you.

WAGA Café – Alan Thomas has agreed to be “mine host” and I am 
sure he would appreciate a donation of savouries or cakes to sell on
the day. Last year he and his wife received rave reviews for their 
lunchtime and teatime treats.

From the plot – especially for new allotmenteers
The first month of the summer and hopefully we can expect long 
days and warm nights that will make everything in the allotment 
grow. Unfortunately, this includes weeds (as we know to our cost) 
and apart from competing for moisture and nutrients they also act 
as host plants for many pests and diseases. Hoeing the soil at every
opportunity will control the weeds. Remember not to leave any 
larger weeds laying on the surface to shrivel, pick them up before 
they do, because they still have enough energy in them to run to 
seed.

June is one of the hottest months of the summer. It is important to 
minimise the damaging effect of the heat by keeping plants 
watered. Please remember to fill your butts from the taps, and not 
to directly use the hose to water your allotment.
Here is a checklist from Allotments & Leisure Gardener magazine as
to what to do in June.

Checklist for the month of June
 Tie and train climbing beans to supports
 Water peas as pods begin to swell
 Keeping hoeing and removing weeds
 Water when necessary
 Earth up potatoes
 Draw soil over the tops of carrot roots to prevent them turning 

green

3



 Allow ridge cucumbers to run and spread; there is no need to 
pinch the tips out

 Only use spray control in the cool of an evening when beneficial
insects are not active.
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We now have our own Woo Woo Loo!!

32 months after a visit to the Colchester 
Bergholt Road Allotments by Committee 
members and Councillors to see their 
compost toilet, we now have our own - a Woo
Woo Loo strategically placed in the centre of 
the allotments.
This long-time ambition was realised thanks 
to generous donations from Wivenhoe Town 
Council and the Mayor, locality budgets, 
Colchester Borough Council S106 funding and
a grant from the Community Initiatives Fund. 
The compost toilet with disabled access was 
installed in March 2015.  
The official opening of our facility will be 
made by the Mayor on Sunday 28 June at 
10:00. It would be great to see you at the 
opening, so come on down!!

WAGA – Benefits to our Garden Members
Once again we like to ensure that all WAGA members feel valued, 
and as in previous years prices at the Trading Hut are kept 
competitive. Additionally, regular deliveries of horse manure have 
been a huge asset to all members, and sales have been very 
encouraging. A real positive way of recycling waste materials!!!

Trading Hut
There are still seed potatoes to be purchased for growing this year, 
as well as a dwindling number of onion sets and shallots. Seeds 
continue to be sold at a discount which is a huge saving on our 
gardening costs. Please remember that the Trading Hut also has 
many other gardening supplies such as composts, fertilisers, 
netting, ground cover sheeting and bamboo canes. Petrol lawn 
mowers and strimmers are available to use following a donation to 
WAGA funds. These machines are only available on a Sunday 
morning when the Trading Hut is open for business. The Trading Hut 
is open on a Sunday from 10.00am – 12 noon, and is manned by 
WAGA volunteers.
Advance notice – The Trading Hut would be open next year 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday of the Easter week-end.

Seed Potatoes Orders
Look at the notice-board in the Trading Hut for seed potato orders 
for 2016. Jez Gladwin will be organising the orders. However, with 
so many seed potatoes left over from this year, another suggested 
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way of providing these at a reduced cost to WAGA members, will be 
to only buy in those requirements that have been ordered and paid 
for in advance. So keep your eyes peeled!
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Water Provision
The WAGA Committee have been discussing the distribution of 
water outlets and it has been agreed by the committee that more 
are required. A successful application has been made to the Mayor’s
Charity Fund for financial assistance. However, it has been pointed 
out that more taps would in fact reduce the overall pressure as no 
additional supply points would be made available by Anglian Water.
Watch this space for further developments.
Just to remind Allotment Holders that as from October 2015 a 
charge per rod will be made by Wivenhoe Town Council for the 
payment of the water bill. This charge will come with the rents and 
rates renewal. 

Allotment Skip
Every Easter the Town Council orders a skip for the allotment. 
Unfortunately, this Easter the skip was just about filled with debris 
on the first morning, leaving very little opportunity for members to 
use this facility. Hopefully, with the arrival of another skip in the 
autumn all WAGA members will be able to use the skip to remove 
unwanted items only from their allotments.
Many of you will have seen the notice that states only rubbish from 
the allotment can be burnt on the fire pile which John Stewart 
organises. Please can you help John by ensuring you keep to this 
arrangement?

Plot Maintenance
Members of the WAGA Committee and a number of Town Councillors
completed the first official inspection of the year in April. The 
majority of the plots were in the process of showing clear 
cultivation, however a small minority did not show the 75% 
cultivation required, as clearly stated in the Tenancy Agreement. 
Could we also remind Allotment Plot holders that you are 
responsible for keeping paths neat and tidy around your allotment.
Following the Town Council Election Cllr. Claire Kelly and Cllr. Shaun 
Broughton will be working with WAGA to ensure a successful 
relationship between the Council and Committee.

National Allotment Week 10th – 16th August
You may find this idea interesting “A Plot for all Ages.” The aim is to 
celebrate the way allotments help to share knowledge across 
generations and confirming a commitment to protect sites for future
generations. Over the next few months the National Allotment 
Society will be searching for:

 The oldest plot holder
 The youngest plot holder (16 and upwards)
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 The longest continuous family rental of a plot
 The oldest site
 The authority that has built the most new plots over the last 

five years
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