
 
 

Autumn Newsletter 2015 

WAGA 51st Show 

Wow what a scorcher of a day!  Head Steward John Stewart opened up the William Loveless 
Hall and with Show Registrar, Jan Sheldon greeted all the entrants as they arrived early to set 
up their entries.  Then John and his band of Stewards waited for the Judges to arrive.  The Show 
Café was manned by Chris Boalch, Caroline Dawson, Shirley Lodge and Marilyn Selley, and they 
all did a great job.  Neil Lodge was at the door ensuring that all comers guessed the weight of 
the “huge” cabbage, as well as collecting entrance money.  Once again Bob and Iris Baldwin 
organised a superb raffle, with excellent prizes.  Thanks go to the Treasurer Jez Gladwin, who 
spent much of the afternoon ensconced in the Wyvern Room, handing out financial rewards to 
those with certificates.  Our Chairman John James was on hand throughout the day, his trailer 
very useful for moving equipment backwards and forwards to the Trading Hut.  Finally, Peter 
Watkinson and Ron Williams deserve huge thanks for pricing donated vegetables, flowers and 
second hand equipment and staying outside in the heat of the afternoon selling their wares.  

The Mayor and Mayoress of Wivenhoe Cllr. Ian Endean and Mrs. Michelle Osborne thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity of meeting a large number of “Allotmenteers” and residents of 
Wivenhoe.  The Mayor with the support of Peter Hill, presented the trophies; once again Roger 
Cook winning many cups for his vegetables and flowers.  Roger said that he would like to 
encourage far more WAGA members to enter next year’s show to save his blushes.  He likes to 
have keen competition!! 

Dates for your 2016 Diaries 
WAGA 52nd Show Saturday 20 August at the William Loveless Hall.  Start planning 
your entries now. 
WAGA AGM Sunday 7 February at 11.00am at Wivenhoe Cricket Club.  Please  
come and support your Association. 

News from the Trading Hut 

For all new members of WAGA the Trading Hut provides a great service on a Sunday morning 
from 10.00am to 12.00 (noon).  Mowers and strimmers are available to use for a small 
donation.  The shop is a must, as it sells a range of products from seeds to netting and ground 
cover (great for stopping those pernicious weeds) at prices much cheaper than elsewhere.   

Onion sets are currently being sold, not many left now and seed potatoes will be available to 
order from 10 January after payment of subscriptions.  The following varieties are expected but 
stocks have been reduced, so get there early to ensure your 2016 spuds. 

Earlies Rocket Second Earlies Kestrel Main Desiree Salad Charlotte 

Pentland Javelin  Picasso Anya 

Thanks to all the people who have painted the Trading Hut, replaced the old windows and 
restored with double glazed windows.  Your efforts are very much appreciated. 



What a relief! and somewhere to sit to boot!! 
Wivenhoe Allotment and Gardens Association recently 
celebrated its 50th year, but only recently updated its 
facilities to include a “state of the art” compost toilet 
that has disabled access.  The waterless toilet can be 
found in the newly formed communal area along with 
our first donated seat. 

Funding for the facility has been very generously 
donated from Wivenhoe Town Council, The Community 
Initiative Fund, The Mayor’s Charity Fund, Locality 

Budgets of Local Borough Councillors and WAGA.  County Councillor Roger Hirst, Cabinet 
Member for Customer Services, Libraries, Planning and the Environment said, “The Community 
Initiative Fund is an excellent example of how Essex County Council is supporting communities 
to help themselves.  By increasing the opportunities for the local residents, community groups 
and volunteers individually to shape their local facilities and undertake new ventures, we will 
see them make Essex an even better place to live and work than it is today.” 

Donated Seat Opening Ceremony 
Joining the compost toilet is now a Recycled Plastic Three Seat donated by the family of Don 
Hirst, an allotment holder for many years.  Don’s family will be coming to an opening ceremony 
being held on Sunday 25 October at 11:00am.  Let’s give them all a traditional Wivenhoe 
Allotments welcome and raise a coffee cup to Don later in the Trading Hut. 

WAGA Subscriptions and a plea from your Membership Secretary 
Early warning - Your WAGA Subscription for a household will be due for renewal as from the 
1 January 2016 (£5 or £2.50 for OAPs).  The Trading Hut opens on 10 January 2016 for potato 
orders and subscription renewals.  Remember to have the lower subscription rate all members 
registered on the database as in the household and able to take advantage of the Trading Hut 
discounts must be 65 if male and 63 if female.  Anyone becoming of this age between January 
and March 2016 will be given the lower rate; you just need to tell us. 

It is so useful if WAGA members could provide better communication details, at the very least 
telephone numbers and even better, email addresses and for Allotment Holders mobile 
telephone numbers as well in case of problems with their plots. 

At subscription renewal time please let us have those details, perhaps bring them written down 
so that mistakes are not made when adding them to the encrypted database that holds all your 
details.  It was so good to be able to communicate with 91 of the 122 Allotment Holders by 
email when letting them know details of the work going on in the Bonfire and Compost area. 

Little Gripes from the Committee to Plot Holders 

Within the last eighteen months a number of well-established Plot Holders, due to ill health and  
other reasons, have vacated their plots.  Therefore, we have a much larger number of new 
tenants on the allotment.  Some of the new Plotters have not thoroughly read the Tenancy 
Agreement that they signed with Wivenhoe Town Council.  For example, an allotment plot 
must be free of weeds; this is especially annoying if the weeds travel onto another plot.  

If you are ill, and the allotment plot is not tended, it is your responsibility to ensure that you 
inform Wivenhoe Town Council, as well as having a family member, friend, or even employ 
someone to keep up the maintenance of the plot.  If not (following regular inspections by 
WAGA and members of the Wivenhoe Town Council Estates Committee) the Council will issue 
you with a Notice to Quit.  There are a number of residents in Wivenhoe who are desperate to 
have an allotment, and it is not fair to them if all current allotment holders do not keep to their 
Tenancy Agreements.  Currently there are 48 people on the Waiting List. 

 



Many, many thanks are given to Brian Reed, Michael and Vera Horley, Roger Cook, Clare 
Hawkins, Rachel and Rob Staveley who offered to help with the work.  Throughout the first 
week of October members of the team worked tirelessly to re-constitute the four compost bins 
into a usable state.  Thanks are also given to Roger Cook for the donation of a fire bin which will 
be used by the team to burn combustible allotment waste. 

Also thanks to our intrepid notice maker, Ron Williams who will be making permanent 
instruction notices for the area as well as bin numbers.  It is your responsibility to read these 
notices and abide by the instructions so that everyone gains. 

Without this teams’ help WAGA would have had to remove both facilities from the allotment. 

 

 

Further Update on the Bonfire & Compost Area 

Bin 1 (with ladder) is the only compost bin open at the 
moment, please only place COMPOSTABLE GREEN WASTE 
as set out in the list that accompanies this newsletter for 
allotment holders. When putting compostable green waste 
into the bin please use the ladder and put the waste as far 
back as you can. Please DO NOT put the waste on the 
ground in front of the bin. If you cannot use the ladder 
place the waste into the bin at the front. 

Bin 2 (with no front) is now ready for compost to be collected. Please use the riddler placed by 
the bin to extract items you don’t want in your compost. Put the unwanted items in the white 
sack by the fence under the tree. 

Bins 3 and 4 (fenced and to be covered) are now cooking and will be ready by 2016. 

A temporary Bonfire collection area is being set up between Bins 3 and 4 with specific 
collection points for different items that will then be burnt when they are ready and the 
environmental conditions are such that the smoke will not cause complaint.  As this is a 
temporary area once the collection point is full items must remain on plots and not overflow 
onto the surrounding car turn around area. 

Bin 4 will eventually be removed and a permanent bonfire collection area set up. 

REMEMBER – only waste from the allotments must be left in this area, abusing this facility is 
‘FLY TIPPING’ and anyone seen leaving or bringing items from home could be prosecuted by 
the Council. 

Message from John our WAGA Chpers!! and all the 
WAGA Committee 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful festive time this 
Christmas, good gardening and  
allotmenteering in 2016. 

Remember the Trading Hut does not open in December, 
but opens again Sunday 10 January 2016 10:00am to 
12noon for subscription renewals, seed potatoes orders, 
and other sales. 

 

HUGE THANKS – What a Fantastic Crew 

Following the September WAGA meeting, Margaret Medler and 
Trazar Astley-Reid sent an email/paper communication to all 
allotment holders asking whether anyone could help with clearance 
of the compost bins and the maintenance of the bonfire.  

 



Garden Tips from the Experts (gathered from a host of different publications) 

Caring for your Greenhouse 
For those of you that have a greenhouse, here are a number of maintenance tips that might be 
of help this Autumn from the magazine “Allotment & Leisure Gardener.” 

 Clean the greenhouse windows regularly – if they are dirty, less sunlight will get through 
them. Use warm water and a sponge to do this. 

 Before you start cleaning the inside of your greenhouse, remove everything from inside. 
Pests such as slugs can be very good at hiding so it’s easier to spot them when the 
greenhouse is empty. 

 If you need to remove plants outside whilst you clean the inside of the greenhouse, 
either move them to another greenhouse/shed or put them in a sheltered area and 
make sure that you wrap them in warm fleece. If the temperature is too low outside, 
you will have to work around them. 

 Check that all the windows and ventilation sections are fully functioning; if they are not 
you will need to replace them. 

 Check for any broken or cracked glass and replace these as soon as possible to avoid 
heat escaping. 

 Open all doors and vents while you are cleaning your greenhouse to ensure a good flow 
of air through the greenhouse. 

 Finally scrape out dirt from in between glass panes with plastic plant label. 

The Garden Calendar 
November –Try to keep on top of winter digging, keeping off the soil when it is wet or frozen.  
Wait until parsnips and sprouts have been frosted a few times before harvesting them; it 
improves their flavour making them much sweeter. 
Remove any yellowing leaves on brassicas and put them on the compost heap. 
Plant out or directly sow round seeded early peas and broad beans to over winter and provide 
those early crops. 
Check any fruit and vegetables in store.  Remove and destroy any rotting produce.  Use the 
largest onions first; the smaller ones will keep the longest. 

December – It is now that we can appreciate those lovely winter vegetables we have in store.  
Try preparing a trench for your runner beans and filling it over winter with vegetable peelings, 
plant waste right up until March and then cover. 
Complete the pruning of blackcurrants by cutting this year’s wood down to soil level.  Red, 
white currants and gooseberries need to be spur-pruned.  Shorten all side branches back to 
three inches and if you want to encourage the main shoots to grow then shorten them by 
about six inches cutting just above the bud. 

January - Clear the ground of spent winter crops; clear and dig the ground when the weather 
conditions are suitable.  Place cloches or plastic sheets over the ground to warm it up for the 
earliest crops.  Lift rhubarb crowns for forcing; it is also a good time to lift, divide and replace 
crowns. 
When you receive them, set up seed potatoes to “chit” using seed trays or shallow boxes.  Look 
carefully at the tuber and you will see that one end has more eyes than the other.  Place this 
end uppermost.  Stand trays somewhere that is cool, well lit but frost free.  
Clean any trays or pots that will be used for seed sowing.  Store your seed and potting compost 
somewhere dry and warm; never use compost straight from a bag that has been standing 
outside. 
Complete the winter pruning of fruit trees and bushes in the garden before the end of the 
month.  Remember that pruning at this time of the season encourages growth not fruit. 


