
 

1 
 

 

Autumn/Winter 2016 
Newsletter 

52nd Wivenhoe Show – organised by WAGA on 20 August 2016 
Having spent a great deal of the summer encouraging Allotment Holders to enter the Annual 
Horticultural Show, as Show Secretary I was very disappointed with the response on the day. 

Out of a 238 membership only 20 WAGA members (8.4%) entered classes, 12 of those were 
members or family members of the WAGA Committee (5%).  However, I was delighted with the 
positive response from the Myrtle and Munchkin Montessori Nurseries, as well as Millfield School. 
Without their exhibits, it would have been a very sorry state of affairs! 

Why?????? 
o Firstly, the date, it clashed with the ArtSeaMusic Festival.  Some people who normally enter 

the show could have given their allegiance to this event.  However, we did gain from this, as 
the number of people visiting the Show increased.  

o Secondly, the show being held in August, this is a time when families, especially with 
children, go on holiday.  

o Thirdly, we were competing with another local horticultural show. 

This lack of entries has been a wake up call for the WAGA Committee, and prompted the setting 
up of a Working Party who will look, in detail, as to why the number of entries has fallen from the 
high of the 50th Anniversary Show in 2014 and even further back; see picture from the 2006 Show. 
They will be sending out a survey to get your views on why you think there is a decline in interest. 

 

The Working Party task is to improve methods of 
communication with the membership; revise the dates and 
times of the Show, and finally improve the Schedule to make 
it far more attractive to growers, bakers, cooks, and all 
manner of handicrafts.   

If you have any ideas to help regenerate interest, please 
could you leave a response at the Trading Hut or send an 
email to Margaret Medler our Membership Secretary 
margaret.medler@btopenworld.com 

Please wish us luck with our endeavours! 2006 Wivenhoe Show 

Dates for your 2017 Diaries 
53rd Wivenhoe Show - Saturday 2 September at the William Loveless Hall.  Start 
planning your entries now. 
WAGA AGM - Sunday 5 February at 11.00am at Wivenhoe Cricket Club.  Please  
come and support your Association. 

Remember the Trading Hut does not open in December, but opens again Sunday 8 
January 2017 10:00am to 12noon for subscription renewals (£5 or £2.50 with age 
concession), payment of pre-ordered seed potatoes, and other sales. 

Sad passing of long serving members 
WAGA remembers long serving members of the Association, Diane Duffield and Pat Green who 
passed away in October 2016.  They will be remembered for their support over many years. 

mailto:margaret.medler@btopenworld.com
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Pre-ordered Seed Potatoes 
The changed method by which Seed Potatoes are pre-ordered in the summer appears to have 
been extremely successful.  There have been several varieties ordered, some very old, traditional 
varieties which has been interesting.  Maybe after the inconsistent weather and potato blight the 
old varieties are seeing a comeback in our gardens and allotment plots. 

Payment for pre-ordered Seed Potatoes will be taken from Sunday 8th January 2017, after 
payment of 2017 WAGA Subscription.  Confirmation of orders and amount due will be emailed or 
posted out to members in November.  Please bring the confirmation with you when you pay as 
this will help administration.  Potatoes will be available to collect from mid-February as usual. 

For those of you who were not able to place your order in the summer there will be some popular 
varieties on sale but again membership must be paid first. 

Allotment facilities 
It is important that all plotters understand how to use the new facilities on our allotment site and 
are fully informed about ongoing work. 

Compost bins: following the diligent work of several WAGA members especially, Ron Williams, 
Brian Reed and Alan Thomas (sorry if anyone was missed out) the compost bins have been 
growing to a huge height throughout the summer months.  Yet again, several plotters have not 
been following the “rules of composting!” raspberry canes; stems of brassicas; plastic pots; string 
and twine etc have been found in the bins as compost material was transferred between bins. 

Burnable waste: early in October most of the wooden waste was burnt in two days of controlled 
bonfires.  This has been followed up by a second set of bonfires to try and keep the mountain of 
possible burnable material at bay.  Unfortunately, plotters are now putting items that should be in 
the compost bins in the burnable pile. 

Rubbish: this is still being left at the allotment facility in the hope that someone will remove it.  
Please keep rubbish that is not compostable and not burnable on your plots until the skip comes 
at Easter or take it home and dispose of it yourselves please. 

PLEASE READ THE NOTICE TO ALLOTMENT HOLDERS ABOUT USE OF THE COMPOST BINS THAT 
ACCOMPANIES THIS NEWSLETTER FOR ALLOTMENT MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Wood chippings: as a local householder was getting trees cleared WAGA was asked if they wanted 
more wood chippings and the result was the delivery of 3 loads.  These chippings make good paths 
but leach out the nitrogen in the soil so don’t use as fruit bush mulch. 

Ron’s Projects: firstly, to build a shelter to keep waste dry ready for burning and hopefully more 
smoke free.  This shelter is planned for construction over the winter.  Secondly, to increase the 
width of the path to the Trading Hut to better accommodate movement of equipment. 

Newly installed Water Pipes: work continues to complete the task of installing the new water 
pipes to parts of the allotment site that had a long way to go for their water. 

Changes to the Tenancy Agreement 
Just a reminder to all Allotment Tenancy Holders of amendments that have been made to the 
Tenancy Agreement in 2016. 

 Clause 2 (3) It should be noted that only paving slabs, bark or grass should be used for 
pathways between or within each allotment plot. 

 Clause 2 (7) Note only 1 shed, 1 greenhouse or 1 poly-tunnel per allotment plot will be 
allowed as from 1st June 2016. 

 Clause 2 (9) No trees to be planted; (it should be noted that trees can be planted in pots, but 
these must not be buried, and that pots must be placed on a slab to ensure no roots are able 
to enter the ground.) 
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Summer Sighting on the Allotment! 
Mr & Mrs Parratt certainly had a surprise when they opened their compost bin early in the 
summer.  Found coiled comfortably in the compost was a rather large grass snake.  Very sensibly, 
Mr Parratt contacted a Local Ranger from Colchester Borough Council and his advice was to leave 
the snake where it was, as this could be a nesting place where the female snake had laid her eggs 
over winter. 
Photographs were taken by interested parties.  Having shared this information with a friend’s 
child, he undertook some research about grass snakes.  Here is what he found out. 

 

The grass snake is near to my shoulder in length.  The grass 
snake is about 70cm to 100cm long.  The colour of its skin is olive 
green and a collar around its neck is yellow and black. The snake 
can live in compost heap.  She lays her eggs in there too.  The 
grass snake likes to swim underwater in ponds.  The snake 
mainly eats frogs and toads.  The predators of a grass snake are 
badgers, foxes, hedgehogs, cats and large birds of prey. 
 
Jawad (age 7) Broomgrove School 
 

Slug Pellets 
What do you really know about those little blue pellets?  As a plot holder myself I’ve been doing a 
bit of research.  For example, do you know: 
- that they kill no more than 10% of the slug population in an average allotment or garden? 
- that they are responsible for poisoning not only the hungry hedgehog but beetles and 

earthworms too, just to mention a few? 
- that by poisoning one food source, you could be poisoning the whole food chain? 

In fact, if you use slug pellets you are harming all your natural pest controllers!  Slug pellets are 
toxic and here are facts about the two main types you can buy: 

Metaldehyde Pellets Methicarb Pellets 

Most common and less toxic form of slug 
poison. 
Damages the mucus cells causing the slug 
to produce masses of slime and 
dehydrate. 
If not killed outright, it’s immobilised and 
unable to retreat to its daytime shelter 

 Ten times more poisonous than Metaldehyde, 
thus posing far greater danger to other animals. 

 It breaks down more slowly too, making it a 
longer lasting hazard.  
It’s also an insecticide, meaning it kills off many 
other insects, including the friendly slug-eating 
beetle and the beneficial earthworm 

If you want to help protect our wildlife, there are other ways of dealing with those slimy pests and 
they are surprisingly effective.  

1. Beer traps. Slugs love beer. They drink until they’re drunk and fall into the traps. 
2. Make your own eco-friendly slug bait.  Raw oats or bran – leave either small heaps or 

scatter around vulnerable plants.  The greedy slug bloats itself up on it, leaving it 
dehydrated and easy pickings for the birds. 

3. Transplant sturdy plantlets.  Grow on in pots, rather than young vulnerable seedlings.  
Plant one for you and one for the slug – you’ll still get more than plenty of produce! 

Our allotments are full of wildlife that many of us appreciate and need, so please think twice 
before scattering slug pellets freely –our wildlife needs our support. 

Gaby Wheelhouse, Wivenhoe Allotment tenant 
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An opportunity for an Allotment at the Station 

Some time ago the Group who take an interest in the Wivenhoe Railway Station (“Off the Rails”) 
turned the garden there into a growing space for vegetables etc.  Although not large, it is 
generously planted out with herbs, raspberry canes, blackcurrant and gooseberry bushes.  All the 
produce that you grow will be yours to take home and eat.  If anyone is interested in taking it on, 
please contact George McKissock on email gmckissock@aol.com 

Water Rates for 2016 – 2017 
As you will see from your Rental Charges for 2016 – 2017, Wivenhoe Town Council have had to 
raise the amount paid for use of water on the allotment.  Initially the charge was £0.65 per rod, 
but this did not cover the bills received from Affinity Water in the months of November 2015 or 
June 2016.  Therefore, an increase in water charges had to be passed to on Allotment Holders.  
This has been very carefully calculated and a charge of £0.94 for 2016 – 2017 has been made. This 
is an increase of £0.29 per rod from the previous year, which closely matches the increased charge 
per cubic unit made by Affinity Water for 2016. 

Unfortunately, those Allotment Plotters who have several water butts on their allotment may find 
this charge unfair, but it is part of the rental you need to pay.  

Spreading the positive impact of using water from water butts to those plot holders who don’t 
have them may in future reduce the water charges we all have to pay. I suggest that this is 
something for you all to think about in the future! 

Why didn’t I get more points in the Allotment judging competition? 
As the WAGA Committee member who organises the competition I have been asked this question 
many times this year so I contacted Robin an allotment judge and hopefully his comments will 
answer your queries.  You need to view the results sheet on the noticeboards for maximum scores 
in each section. 

Cultivation, neatness etc:  looking for a well-stocked allotment with few weeds, paths with neat 
edges and clear definition and if grass paths, neatly cut.  Clear distinction between types of crops 
an advantage and any structure should be on the plot to give the best use of space, be well 
maintained, workmanlike with contents neatly arranged.  Overall visual effect should be pleasing. 

Quality:  plants should be growing strongly and be free from pests and disease.  Companion 
planting to reduce damage by pests is considered meritorious.  Evidence of succession planting 
will be considered an advantage. 

Vegetables:  the greater the variety the greater the number of points awarded.  Examples of kinds 
of vegetables, lettuce, cabbage, carrots, potatoes.  Savoy and red cabbage just one kind, Savoy 
cabbage and cauliflower two kinds.  Herbs and rhubarb are each a kind of vegetable. 

Fruit:  comments as for vegetables although there is less choice of different kinds of fruit, 
blueberries and a hybrid berry such as loganberry are each a kind of fruit.  Bird protection netting 
is an advantage. 

Flowers: comments as for vegetables and fruit.  Annuals and herbaceous plant of the same genera 
considered one kind.  Dahlias from seeds or tubers would be one kind.  Flowers used for 
companion planting would receive points in this section. 

Compost bins etc:  compost bins, cold frames, water butts, cloches would be considered in this 
section.  They should be neat, clean and tidy. 

A final comment from the judge, “above all enjoy your crops, the work involved and the 
camaraderie with fellow plot holders”.  I concur with this statement and hope you all have a great 
growing year in 2017.   

mailto:gmckissock@aol.com
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WAGA Gardening Notes 

 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret Medler record a 15-
minute session for Colne Radio entitled WAGA Gardening Notes which goes on 
the air every Saturday morning at 11:00. 
Our intrepid trio are now going to share with you some of the content of the 
sessions that will be going out in the next 4 months; you may wish to listen in 
for more detail? 

November 
 From the Plot: an hour now is worth many hours next year so continue to work on your 

allotment when you can, covering worked ground to avoid leaching of nutrients if you have 
a light loamy soil, suppress weeds and keep the soil warm for early planting.  November is 
the time to plant overwintering broad beans and maybe peas for an early crop.  Both 
would benefit from putting under cover to avoid attacks by birds. 

 From the Garden:   A good time to plant out roses and other hardy herbaceous plants. 
Probably, the best month for planting out fruit trees and bushes. Finish off planting out 
Spring bulbs and don't forget to lift tender perennials. 

December 
 From the Plot: time for some armchair gardening, review the year and plan for 2017 

looking through the numerous catalogues that have dropped through your letterbox.  Try 
something new, re-organise your plots, remember the importance of rotation and if you 
have grown green manure mustard seed don’t then grow brassicas as it’s the same family. 

 From the Garden:   Cut back roses to avoid wind damage - final pruning is best left to early 
Spring. Prune fruit trees. A good adage for fruit trees is to prune in Winter to encourage 
extra growth and to prune in Spring/Summer if you wish to control growth. Don't forget to 
start your sweet peas under glass. 

January 
 From the Plot: if we have the predicted cold weather and the usual cold easterly winds 

continue planning and purchasing in advance for the coming season rather than venturing 
out.  Time to wash up those pots, trays and replace disposables.  Pruning starts this month. 

 From the Garden: Remove last year's growth from chrysanthemums, sedums, etc. Your 
lawn may need to be treated with lawn sand to control moss. Start sowing in a heated 
propagator begonias semperflorens, tomatoes and other green-house plants. 

February 
 From the Plot:  start to sow early growers such as peas, winter lettuce, early carrots on a 

window sill or in a propagator or heated greenhouse.  As soil needs to be at least 7oC for 
germination and then a good retaining temperature for growth, don’t plant more than you 
can manage to keep warm. 

 From the Garden: Get ready for the coming Spring. Fork over flowering beds and scarify 
and aerate lawn. Prune hydrangeas back to a strong double bud and cut back stems on 
winter flowering jasmine (jasminum nudiflorum). 
 
 

Message from all the WAGA Committee 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful festive time this Christmas, good gardening 
and allotmenteering in 2017. 

 

 


