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Spring 2017 
Newsletter 

A letter from your new Chairman 

To all Garden and Allotment Members 

I write this piece as your new Chairman.  Firstly, let me pay tribute to 
John James who has been WAGA Chairman for the last two years.  He has 
done what he can within the time constraints of having a busy life 
involving many activities.  

My involvement with WAGA began in 1980 when Di Duffield talked me 
into becoming a member.  When I was elected onto Wivenhoe Town 
Council in 1983, I took an interest in the allotments and during the next 
25 years that I served on the Council I joined the twice-annual 
inspections and helped make improvements to the Town Council’s rules 
in conjunction with the WAGA Committee.  I never expected to find 
myself becoming Chairman of WAGA!  I feel it is a great honour.  I have 
always enjoyed visiting the allotments; many of Wivenhoe’s great 
characters have been allotment holders. 

 
Peter, Chairman (left) featured 
above with Alan, Vice Chairman 

outside the Trading Hut 

Over these years, I have seen the allotment holders growing not just vegetables of an increasing number of 
varieties but also many different flowers, and more than those old favourites such as sweet peas and 
chrysanthemums.  There are also many more small sheds and greenhouses too. 

It has been good to see other improvements such as the Compost Toilet and the re-vamped compost and 
recycling area.  This has all required some hard work and some fund-raising.  I think there is a lot more we 
can do to make things better for allotment holders by improving the security of the allotments, improving 
the compost area, building a dry store so that people have somewhere to put old cabbage stalks and other 
woody stuff to dry before being burnt.  And there has been talk for a long time about improvements to the 
Trading Hut area which will benefit our Garden members too.  I hope we can make progress on these 
projects; I will do what I can to help. 

I hope this year we can also make the Wivenhoe Show a really big show that all WAGA members can be 
proud of.  I led a meeting of WAGA Committee members last Autumn about how we can do this; Jan 
Sheldon and Angela Daisley are now busy putting these plans into action but we need all WAGA members 
to want to get involved.  The Show this year will be about promoting what is best in the allotments, in the 
gardens, in the greenhouse, in the kitchen and your shed or handicraft room.  So, we want you all to enter 
things for the Show, whether as an allotment holder or a garden member, and to get your friends to enter 
it too.  The Show is for all Wivenhoe residents to enter.  I hope we can use it as our show-case to promote 
WAGA and make it an event which makes a profit, and a good one at that.  That profit will help towards the 
improvements we want to make at the allotments and to the Trading Hut.  

To help give WAGA a stronger identity, I asked Ron Williams if he would design some sample logos for us so 
that the Committee might select one.  The Committee has had a hard job making that choice and after an 
email vote I took Chairman’s action and approved a design which will be ratified at our next committee 
meeting.  See logo on the following page.  Thank you, Ron, for doing this. 

So thank you to everyone who helps make WAGA the great organisation it is.  There is a lot going on all of 
the time whether allocating allotments, fixing the water supply, manning the Trading Hut, bagging up 
fertiliser or potatoes, the servicing the equipment ready for the new season or, if you were Jez, our hard-
working Treasurer, dealing with all of the money and ensuring stock is ordered when needed.  We are 
fortunate, there is a great team of volunteers who make it all happen. Thank you to them all. 

Peter Hill, Chairman, WAGA  
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A locally drawn Logo for the Association  

 

Six possible logos were hand drawn by one of the new 
members of the Committee, Ron Williams.   

After due consideration, the Committee picked 
number 2 as the one most appropriately representing 
the Association for both Allotment and Garden 
members.   

So now instead of clip art you will now see this logo 
proudly heading up our notices. 

Compost and Recycling Area of the Wivenhoe Allotments 

 

The 4 new compost bins are now in full use and the 
team is turning its attention to the Dry Store to keep all 
the burnable items from your allotments dry and ready 
for burning with little smoke. 

A request from the team: please put compostable 
items in the bins and burnable items in the temporary 
bonfire pile.  A small minority of plotters are putting 
sweetcorn canes in the compost bin and not on the 
bonfire pile.  Remember the leaves of brassicas such as 
brussel sprouts and cabbages should be stripped down 
and put in the compost bins and stalks with soil shaken 
off, on the bonfire pile.   

Your co-operation would be much appreciated. 

Congratulations to Colne Radio who go FM on 8 April 2017 

 

The mast that arrived in Wivenhoe Town Cricket Club close to its boundary with 
Wivenhoe Allotments, will be live and transmitting Colne Radio on FM.  Listen to this 
local radio station on 106.6 from the afternoon of Saturday 8 April.  The first 
Gardening Notes will probably be broadcast the following Saturday, 15 April at 
11:00am so why not tune in? 

Heath Road beds 

 

The beds at the start of Heath Road, Wivenhoe Cross have always 
been maintained by WAGA.  Originally this was done by Peter 
Duffield and now by a team of volunteers, Jez, Mary, Carmen and 
Margaret who fortnightly give an hour or so, weather dependent to 
this task. 

For many years, what is locally known as the ‘rose bed’ has 
deteriorated and in 2016 the team decided to fund raise to replace 
the roses.  One cannot put roses back into the same place, they 
don’t thrive, so a variety of well-established plants in pots were 
bought from a closing Garden Centre and planted out in November. 

The photo above shows the ‘rose bed’ with most of the roses 
removed and the ground prepared for the new plants.  Some 
roses were retained and these may be replaced in future years. 

The photo to the right shows the newly planted bed which 
benefited from a wet warm spell following the planting which 
helped the plants get established before colder weather set in. 

The team are looking forward to seeing the restored bed 
develop further during the year.  
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WAGA AGM Sunday 5th February 2017 

 

This was held at the Wivenhoe Cricket Club and was well attended. Vice 
Chairman Alan Thomas welcomed all the WAGA members in attendance, 
and gave a report initially from the absent Chairman John James, and then 
added a number of points himself; discussing the number of 
improvements on the allotment site which have occurred throughout the 
year and thanked Ron Williams and Brian Reed the main members of this 
team.  Retiring WAGA Committee members Peter Watkinson and John 
Stewart were generously thanked for all their efforts and support over 
many years. 

The Mayor of Wivenhoe, Cllr. Asa Aldis was in attendance and he was impressed with the energy, 
commitment and ambition of the Association. He was also taken with the age of the cups and 
trophies that were on display at the WAGA Show held in August. 

Members had been invited prior to the meeting to ask questions and Celia O’Donnell was 
concerned that the WAGA had given up their National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners 
Membership. It was explained that the NSAGL membership fees had gone up and that each WAGA 
member would have to pay £3.00, where before there was only a minimal charge. In addition 
WAGA’s insurance was with the Royal Horticultural Society, with a Public Liability of £5million. It 
was agreed unanimously that WAGA would not renew any membership fees with NSAGL. 

Concerns were expressed regarding the unloading of rubbish from off the allotment, particularly 
at night, into the newly created Compost Bins. A motion suggested that the gates should be 
padlocked with a combination lock was unanimously agreed. This is currently being looked into by 
the committee, seeking advice from the landlords, Wivenhoe Town Council. 

The WAGA Committee for 2017 -2018 was elected with the following people in post: 

 Chairman  Peter Hill 
 Vice Chair  Alan Thomas 
 Treasurer  Jez Gladwin 
 Secretary  Angela Daisley 

 Membership Secretary Margaret Medler 
 Trading Hut Manager Bob Baldwin 
 Auditor   Penny McCourt 

Other members of the WAGA Committee are Rose Bailey, Chris Boalch, Caroline Dawson, Kerry 
Gibby, Jan Sheldon and Ron Williams. Neil Lodge has re-joined the Committee as well. 

The next AGM will be held at the Cricket Club on Sunday 4th February 2018 at 11.00am. 

Wivenhoe Soup – “Locality Grant Funding” 
Local Borough Councillor Cyril Liddy and Rosalind Scott held Wivenhoe Soup for a second year in 
the Congregational Church on Tuesday 21 February to allocate their share of the Borough Locality 
Grant.  Last year WAGA’s presentation earned the Association well over £450.00 and this enabled 
the construction and re-development of the compost bins in the Compost and Recycling area.   

This year WAGA sought funding for the 2nd phase of the project, the “Dry Store” which will help 
with the removal of non-compostable waste; making sure all burnt waste is dry and easily burnt.  
Success again as WAGA was allocated £481.00 allowing this further project to proceed for Ron and 
Brian with their team in 2017. 

First Wivenhoe Show meeting 
This has been arranged for Saturday 11th March at 11.00am in the Trading Hut.  This Committee 
will be led by Jan Sheldon, with the support of Peter Hill and Caroline Dawson.  Any members of 
WAGA are welcome to join to help with the preparation and organisation of the 2017 Wivenhoe 
Show which is to be held in the William Loveless Hall on Saturday 2nd September. 
Please complete the attached Wivenhoe Show survey as it will help with this year’s Show. 
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WAGA Gardening Notes 

 
Now on FM 106.6 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret Medler record a 
15-minute session for Colne Radio entitled WAGA Gardening Notes 
which goes on the air every Saturday morning at 11:00.  Our intrepid trio 
are now going to share with you some of the content of the sessions that 
will be going out in the next 4 months; you may wish to listen in for more 
detail? 

March 
 From the Plot: here comes the Spring!!  Everything wakes up and it’s time to get your 

allotment seed beds ready for sowing.  However, watch out for those frosts they can harm 
anything you plant outside so if in doubt fleece up.  Some fruit trees in pots need special 
care, nectarine, peaches and apricots because they need to be uncovered for pollination 
but covered to protect against frost.  March is a good month for planting potatoes. 

 From the Garden: this is a busy month for the gardener.  This is the time to prune back 
roses, buddleias, hydrangeas and many other hardy herbaceous.  Finish off planting out 
new roses.  Plant out dahlias, gladioli, irises, lilies, carnations and pinks.  But look out for 
late frosts. 

April 
 From the Plot: when sowing from seed it doesn’t matter how careful you might be, you 

could get too much germination.  Thin out seedlings and it is possible to transplant unless 
root vegetables.  This process of thinning helps continuity as they mature later.  Even if you 
don’t thin, plan to sow successional crops, little but often.  Sow outdoor tomatoes this 
month, no earlier because average temperatures will preclude putting them outside. 

 From the Garden: complete pruning of roses and other hardy herbaceous left unfinished in 
March.  Apply fertiliser generally making sure you understand the Ph requirements of the 
plants you are growing.  Continue to mow, aerate and apply spring fertiliser to your lawns. 

May 
 From the Plot: May is the month for starting to sow your French and Runner beans outside 

or planting them out although they won’t be happy if you have any late frosts; be prepared 
to cover them.  Marrows and courgettes will be ready for planting out but watch out for 
late frosts.  Give them plenty of room, 90cm between plants each way.  Sweetcorn can be 
sown more successfully if in a block because it is wind pollenated.  30cm apart each way. 

 From the Garden: spray roses regularly against greenfly and black spot.  We get a lot of the 
latter in our area.  Apply sulphate of ammonia to established lawns and continue to mow. 
This fertiliser readily dissolves in water so it is easy to apply using a watering can: about a 
tablespoon to a two gallon can.  Remove dead blooms from daffodils and hyacinths and dig 
out bulbs where you wish to make room for summer bedding. 

June 
 From the Plot:  early peas should be ready to harvest along with broad beans and new 

potatoes.  With the danger of frosts over planting out can continue with all speed making 
best use of good weather and warm rain.  Unfortunately, with the warmer weather come 
the pests, slugs are rampant and if your brassicas are not covered, the cabbage white 
butterfly will have a field day.  If it is a dry June watering is essential to help plants along. 

 From the Garden: Continue to mow lawns, remembering to raise the height of the cut in 
dry weather.  Continue to spray roses for aphids and black spot.  A good systemic is best 
both for the plant and the environment.  Do not forget to give gladioli a good soaking in dry 
weather.  Continue to lift spring bulbs were space is required. 


