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Wivenhoe Allotment & Gardens Association 

Summer Newsletter 2016 
 Welcome to WAGA 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to new and 
returning members whether you take advantage of our 
Trading Hut facilities to keep your gardens well stocked and in 
good order or you have at last achieved your dream of having 
an allotment to supply your family with fresh vegetables. 

In welcoming new members, we must not forget all those 
who have supported and continue to support our Association 
year after year. 

Hopefully, we can entice all members to become more 
involved in the fun of the WAGA Horticultural Show 
particularly by entering one of the many classes.  For the 
second year the Show is being held in late August at the 
William Loveless Hall. 

Please find your GRAND DRAW TICKETS in your envelope 
with this newsletter and try and sell them for your 
Association.  See more details in the following item. 

WAGA Horticultural Show – Saturday 20 August 
This is soon coming upon us!  Not long now.  Hopefully, everyone will enter and join in the spirit of 
a Horticultural Show.  Whether showing produce, flowers, flower arrangements, handicrafts, 
bread, cakes or jams and chutneys – there is something for everyone.  It is particularly exciting 
that a number of children have worked on improving the Children’s Section of the Schedule so 
that they can exhibit what they would like.  They really have been creative and have used their 
vivid imaginations.  It will be worth a visit just to see what they have done. 

The Show Schedule will accompany this Newsletter, as well as being displayed in the Trading Hut 
so there is no excuse for not knowing what you can show.  WAGA needs you to have a go!  Please 
tell your family and friends to come and see what a good Show Wivenhoe can put on.  

Please return all Show Entries to Jan Sheldon by Wednesday 17 August latest. 

On Friday 19 August Ron Williams will be available to collect any produce that you would like to 
donate to the Produce Stall at the Show.  This can be left by the Trading Hut on Friday/Saturday 
morning.  In addition, the Garden Jumble element was very popular last year, with many bargains 
to be had.  If you have any good quality items that require a new home, please could you donate 
these.  Terracotta plant pots or pots (not plastic), gardening tools, good quality netting, any 
garden furniture in good condition, all will be gratefully accepted.  Again, leave by the Trading Hut 
for collection from Sunday 14 August.  Thank you on behalf of the Show Committee. 

Finally, Sandie James is in charge of procuring Grand Draw Raffle Prizes. If you would like to 
donate to the raffle this would be very much appreciated. 

Mentioning the GRAND DRAW, a number of raffle tickets are given to each WAGA member.  
Please can you try and sell as many as you can to family, friends and work colleagues.  The prizes 
are well worth winning.  First prize £100 – now that could come in handy!!  Any tickets not sold 
please return to the Promotor at: 14 Jack Hatch Way, Wivenhoe, CO7 9SH or on Show Day. 
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Seed Potatoes – something new  
After a great deal of discussion, the WAGA 
Committee has decided to give all members the 
option of selecting potatoes in July so that a greater 
variety can be ordered for the following year. 
The 2017 seed potato order has to be placed in early 
August so if a certain variety of potato is required, the 
onus is on the WAGA member to place an order in 
the Trading Hut by the end of July.  

The Committee will do their best to ensure that required varieties are ordered and will expect 
members to confirm any pre-orders and pay in the usual way in January 2017 once subscriptions 
have been renewed.  This will only work if we all co-operate. 

Due to the change in arrangements for ordering seed potatoes at the beginning of 2016 there has 
been no wastage at all this year.  However, the WAGA Committee recognises that not all members 
were able to order the seed potatoes they wanted so are trying a different approach. 
 

Compost Bins 
A gallant team under the leadership of Ron Williams have worked extremely hard to ensure that 
we have an efficient, effective and safe way of disposing of allotment waste.  The new Compost 
Bin Area is certainly fit for purpose and needs to be respected by all allotment holders.  Clear 
signage will inform members of where each type of material needs to be placed.  This will enable a 
well run and maintained area for many years to come.  Thank you Ron and your team. 

Project Two – to build a shelter to keep waste for burning dry, then hopefully smoke free. 

Remember only “Allotment Waste” is allowed to be placed in the Composting Area whether that 
be green waste or burnable items.  The skip will again be in place over the August Bank Holiday so 
keep items that you are not able to put in the Composting Area on your plots until that time. 
 

Changes to the Tenancy Agreement 
As stated in the previous Newsletter only bark/wood chippings, paving slabs and grass is to be 
used on internal allotment paths.  If any form of gravel, small stones etc have been used to make a 
pathway, these will have to be removed by the Tenant on relinquishing the tenancy. 

In addition, Wivenhoe Town Council have amended the Tenancy Agreement to make it “crystal 
clear” as to what form of structure is allowed on each allotment plot. From the 1 June 2016 all 
new Tenancy Agreements will state that only one wooden shed (8’ by 6’) and one greenhouse (10’ 
by 8’) or poly-tunnel (10’ by 8’) will be allowed to be on each allotment plot.  If there is more than 
the allowed number of buildings on an allotment, these structures will have to be removed by the 
previous tenant when giving up the plot. 

Current Tenancy Holders with more that one shed and one greenhouse/or poly-tunnel on their 
allotment will be allowed to keep them on their plot, but there is to be no more additions of Sheds 
or Greenhouse/or Polytunnels that exceeds the new limit set. 

Members of the Town Council and the WAGA Committee have undertaken an audit of all 
structures on each plot and will monitor this situation carefully at inspection.  
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Neighbourhood Plan 
I hope that most if not all members of WAGA are aware that a Neighbourhood Plan has been 
drafted after much research, analysis, consultation and discussion.  This Plan contains 31 Policies 
and a considerable number of statements which will determine how Wivenhoe continues to 
evolve during the period to 2032. 

It is more than about new housing and covers the need to preserve countryside, the separation of 
Wivenhoe from the University and Colchester, the importance of the river and especially the 
needs of people who live here today.  This is why we have consulted widely with residents. 

There is pressure on us to accept more housing here.  The draft Plan proposes that new housing 
should be targeted at young and single people who cannot afford large mortgages as well as 
better-designed homes for older people.  With this new housing, there must come community 
benefits in the form of contributions to community facilities including more allotments.  

In return for allowing 25 homes behind the Cricket Club and a small residential care home, we 
have negotiated that the landowners will give two acres of land to Wivenhoe Town Council for use 
as more allotments.  This land will be behind Field Way and adjacent to the existing allotments. 
The existing allotment space is just under 5 acres and so this represents a huge increase in 
allotment provision. 

Another landowner, Mr Charles Gooch, has also undertaken to give just over 3 acres of land 
behind Broomgrove Schools for allotments with an access track if he gets planning consent for 80 
houses in the field behind the Fire Station.  This number includes permission for 5 almshouses on 
land which he will gift to the Wivenhoe Housing for the building of these homes expressly for 
Wivenhoe people.  The draft Plan also includes another possible residential care home, with this 
one behind the Fire Station. 

All of the details about who and how these new allotments will be managed have yet to be 
worked out but it is a nice problem to have as opposed to having a very long waiting list for would-
be allotment-holders and having no land available! 

Peter Hill, WAGA Committee and the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 
 

Newly installed Stand Pipes and Hoses 
John James, and a small band of helpers have worked really 
hard to ensure that all stand pipes and hoses are working as 
efficiently as possible for the 2016 season.  All existing taps 
have been replaced and there is now general use of 
male/female connectors to join hoses to these taps.  Where 
allotment holder’s hoses require a join to the main supply these 
connectors should also be used to avoid leakages wherever 
possible.  Some new taps are yet to be fitted and this work 
together with the burying of surface pipes and the replacing of 
old pipe joints with these new connectors should be completed 
soon.  Please bear with us whilst this work is done. 

Please can you ensure that when using the watering facilities, 
that you fill water butts and then use watering cans.   

Please do not directly hose your allotment plot; fill your butts. 
 

The more water butts on your allotment plot attached to a shed or greenhouse do provide 
naturally collected water from rainfall which is much appreciated by the growing plants.  This may 
also help to reduce the water charges next year.  Just a thought! 
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Water Rates for 2016 - 2017 
For the year 2015 – 2016 each Allotment Holder was charged a fee for water usage of 65p per rod.  
Unfortunately, this amount did not cover the amount of water that was used.  Therefore, giving 
advanced warning, Wivenhoe Town Council will be charging a fee of 94p per rod for water in the 
coming year of 2016 – 2017 with the annual rental as of 1 October 2016.  This charge will take into 
account the lost revenue for the previous year and the correct charges for the coming year on 
previously monitored water usage.  If water usage, with the improvement of water collection by 
each allotment holder improves then the Council agree to reimburse each plot holder in the next 
years’ rental. 

WAGA Gardening Notes 

 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret Medler record a 15-
minute session for Colne Radio entitled WAGA Gardening Notes which goes on 
the air every Saturday morning at 11:00. 
Our intrepid trio are now going to share with you some of the content of the 
sessions that will be going out in the next 4 months; you may wish to listen in? 

July 
 From the Plot: lack of regular watering in July as we come into the dry time often spoils the 

crops that you have tried so hard to grow, remember it’s best to water in the evening.  
Don’t forget to weed regularly as this will ensure weeds don’t become a problem. 

 From the Garden:  after surveying your garden and toasting the wonderful array of flowers 
it is time to prepare the garden for the holidays so that you don’t come back to lots of 
work. 

August 
 From the Plot: harvest crops whilst still young, this has two benefits you get vegetables 

with much better flavour and you encourage the plants to continue to fruit.  It’s time to 
freeze surplus crops so check out space in your freezer. 

 From the Garden:  more thoughts on leaving your garden for the holidays; a good tip is to 
group container plants together in the shade and this has the added benefit of helping the 
person you’ve asked to water for you in your absence.  However, this is not best practice 
when you are there to do the job. 

September 
 From the Plot: time to lift your main crop potatoes, lift and dry onions, pick pumpkins, 

marrows and squashes and plant autumn onion sets and winter lettuce.  Don’t forget the 
garlic and spring cabbages.  Remember the later needs to be netted up to guard against 
bird attacks as the weather cools down and produce more difficult to find. 

 From the Garden: September is compost and lawn time.  At this time of year there is 
plenty of compostable material around so get that additional compost bin and build up a 
four bin cycle of compost production.  Lawns need their ‘thatch’ removed and don’t forget 
the top dressing. 

October 
 From the Plot: digging has started in earnest and there are benefits of covering worked 

ground with a cover, preferably one that allows a certain amount of moisture through but 
keeps the weeds at bay and gives one a head start the following year. 

 From the Garden: autumn has started with chilly mornings, high winds, decreased 
sunshine and more rainfall.  It is therefore the time to collect fallen leaves and watch out 
for diseases that are prevalent as everything gets moister.  Remember not to compost 
anything that is diseased. 


