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Spring 2018 
Newsletter 

A letter from your returning Chairman – Peter Hill 

To all Garden and Allotment Members 

The Committee has worked hard in this last year. We have been doing some things a bit 
differently. We have been having lots of discussions with the Town Council on a range of 
issues to represent the interests of you all, our members, and of course we had a much 
‘bigger and better’ Show last year.   

We now have a corporate logo to give us a more visible identity, and a range of garments 
which, should you want to of course, you can buy from a supplier in Elmstead Market.  For 
details see elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

We have been making good progress on Projects.  Ron and Brian, with help from Alan and others, will soon be 
finishing the Dry Store by the allotments, after completing the widening of the path by the Trading Hut, and 
dealing with issues in the water supply across the Allotments.  Thank you both and everyone else who lends 
them a hand.  I believe they appreciate it but are not very good at asking for help. 

I am looking forward to seeing work commencing on the Trading Hut extension.  Wouldn’t it be good to do an 
Anneka Rice and build it in one big session! 

Thank you everyone who has contributed to the AGM raffle and to the Project Fund recently.  With grants 
from the Wivenhoe Town Council (£250), the Wivenhoe Soup (£235) and £500 from the Wivenhoe Community 
Trust, plus the profit we made from the Show last year, we have nearly covered its projected cost.  Perhaps 
we might be able to afford one or two extras! 

So we have much to look forward to as a committee.  I have always enjoyed the camaraderie of the Allotments 
over my many years of being a member and my 25 years on Wivenhoe Town Council.  I hope we can encourage 
members to help each other and certainly learn from each other. 

Recently some items have gone missing from a few plots, not very valuable items perhaps but poles and even 
a fruit cage!  Would allotment holders please keep an eye out for strangers and be willing to challenge them if 
they appear to be carrying something that is obviously from an allotment.  At the AGM we agreed not to lock 
the gates or install a lockable bollard to prevent unauthorised vehicles going to the compost area.  I think this 
was the right decision but we must keep an eye out particularly for anyone tipping broken bricks, or glass, or 
other non-compostable / burnable items in that area.  It is not fair on Ron and Brian who do their best to keep 
that area tidy. 

Finally, let me say a word about the untimely and unexpected passing of John Stewart on Monday 5th February. 
John was well known in Wivenhoe for his passion for Wivenhoe’s history.  He was born here and lived here for 
70 years.  Many people will have visited his Memories Exhibitions over the years.  He was a familiar figure on 
the allotments, whether tending his own plot, or even mowing the grass on the track to the compost area. 
John was always willing to help.  He had been a member of the Committee for many years, helped run the 
Trading Hut and played a big part in running the Show.  It is hard to think that we will not see him again, but 
we will remember him. 

I feel sure that members of the Committee will continue to work hard again this year.  I hope you all enjoy 
working on your plot or in your garden this summer, and please remember to grow something for the Show in 
September. 

Peter Hill, Chairman, WAGA 
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Promoting your Association – Facebook and Clothing 

Wivenhoe Allotment Facebook Page 
As those of you who attended the AGM are aware we have now resurrected the Facebook page! This will 
be updated regularly with events happening, information regarding memberships and with hints and tips 
about recipes and planting techniques. 
We will also have a regular feature from Dr Chris Gibson about plants and wildlife to look out for whilst at 
the allotment and their significance.   
There is a screenshot insert to this newsletter if printed or page 5 if you are accessing it from an attachment 
to show you what to search for or follow this link https://www.facebook.com/WAGAcommunity/  
Messages can be sent to and from the page and someone will reply to your enquiries. 

WAGA clothing  
Sweatshirts, hoodies, fleeces and t-shirts can now be 
purchased by members in black with an embroidered 
WAGA logo from Embroidery by Design at Unit 7, Old 
Forge Court, Elmstead Market at very reasonable prices 
Many of the Committee members were wearing them at 
the AGM on 4 February.  You will also see them worn in 
the Trading Hut by shop volunteers. 
Treat yourself and promote our Association by wearing 
them as you go about your business in Wivenhoe and 
other local areas.  

Dry Store under construction - Compost/Recycling Area of Wivenhoe Allotments 

 

The dry store is starting to take shape with the 
framework complete and shown being painted by Ron 
Williams and Brian Reed to make sure the wood is good 
for a number of years. 
The area on the right is for wood with the two areas on 
the left of the structure for non-compostable items for 
example brussel sprout stalks, fruit canes and sweet 
corn.  All these items should be stripped down of any 
greenery and soil shaken off before being put into this 
area to dry off ready for the bonfire. 
Members, your co-operation would be much 
appreciated by the Bonfire Team. 

Feeding the Heath Road beds 

 

A cold Wednesday morning in January saw a truck load 
of soil improver from Deans being spread mainly on the 
right hand Heath Road bed by WAGA members, Mary 
Cowie and Carmen Li.   
Jez Gladwin, another member of the maintenance team 
was out of picture and Margaret Medler the fourth 
member of the team was on the truck bed taking the 
photo after keeping warm shovelling soil improver into 
wheelbarrows ready for others to spread onto the bed. 
These four members of WAGA regularly give up time 
usually on a Wednesday morning to keep these two beds 
in order.  Joining them in the better weather is Peter 
Watkinson who keeps the grass round the beds cut 
between the contractors routine cutting schedule. 

https://www.facebook.com/WAGAcommunity/
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WAGA AGM Sunday 4 February 2018 

 

Once again the Annual General Meeting of WAGA was well attended with 45 
members present.  The Mayor of Wivenhoe, Councillor Mike Newton as 
President of the Association and Councillor Shaun Boughton, who has a 
responsibility for the allotments, were given a warm welcome by Peter Hill. 
Peter Hill gave a detailed report on actions taken in 2017, and thanked all 
members of the Committee for their hard work and endeavours.  He praised 
Ron Williams, Brian Reed and Alan Thomas for their efforts in building the Dry 
Store, although progress had been hampered recently by inclement weather. 

Building Projects for 2018 include the replacement of temporary compost bins and the extension to 
the Trading Hut due to start in the spring.  Funding for this project has come from a number of sources 
- Wivenhoe Town Council; Wivenhoe Soup (Locality Grant); The Wivenhoe Community Trust; generous 
donations from WAGA Members and profit made from the 2017 Wivenhoe Show. 

The introduction of Meet the Committee Events had proved to be very enjoyable and it is hoped to 
arrange other occasions in 2018 when the weather is a little warmer. 

The Wivenhoe Show had been extremely successful with a 50% increase in exhibits, as well as including 
the participation of Quay Quilters, The Wivenhoe W.I and the display of Art and 3D work from 
Broomgrove Junior School.  A memorable occasion. 

Financially, WAGA are in good health, although sales from the Trading Hut are down from 2016.  The 
ability to order a huge variety of seed potatoes from WAGA has been widely applauded, and is seen as 
a strength.  Expenditure on machinery is reduced by changing contractors. 

The Mayor of Wivenhoe Mike Newton praised the efforts of WAGA to become a sustainable 
organisation in the 21st century, promising financial help from the Town Council where they could and 
practical support and advice. The Neighbourhood Plan, if accepted in 2018, could provide Wivenhoe 
with an additional two acres of allotments land, potentially reducing the Waiting List. 

The main matters for discussion focussed on allotment security, especially after a recent spate of thefts 
of wooden posts and minor, but annoying damage.  Following much debate, it was decided to continue 
to monitor the situation, with the possibility of purchasing a video camera as a deterrent in the future.  
The allotments are not a public right of way, but custom and practice have made them an easy cut 
through.  However dogs must at all times be kept on a lead. 

It was agreed that as from 2019 Membership Fees would be increased from £5.00 to £6.00 per 
household and from £2.50 to £3.50 for retired members over 65. 

Members were notified of the requirements of the 2018 Data Protection Act, ensuring that WAGA has 
permission to keep names, addresses and email addresses on the WAGA secure database. 

The WAGA Facebook page is now to be re-activated by Jen Poyser a new member of the Committee.  
Jen hopes to include recipes, month by month advice on growing fruit and vegetables, and other 
associated WAGA matters.  It is hoped that this Facebook page will raise WAGA’s profile in the 
community along with the wearing of clothing with the newly created WAGA Logo.  Clothing sported 
by some Committee members can be purchased by all members. 

The WAGA Committee for 2018 -2019 was elected with the following people in post: 

 Chairman  Peter Hill 
 Vice Chair  Alan Thomas 
 Treasurer  Jez Gladwin 
 Secretary  Angela Daisley 

 Membership Secretary Margaret Medler 
 Trading Hut Manager Bob Baldwin 
 Auditor   Penny McCourt 

Other members of the WAGA Committee are Rose Bailey, Chris Boalch, Caroline Dawson, Jan Sheldon, 
Jen Poyser and Ron Williams.  

The next AGM will be held at the Cricket Club on Sunday 3 February 2019 at 11.00am. 
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WAGA Gardening Notes 

 
Now on FM 106.6 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret Medler record a 15-
minute session for Colne Radio entitled WAGA Gardening Notes which 
goes on the air every Saturday morning at 11:00.  Our intrepid trio are 
now going to share with you some of the content of the sessions that will 
be going out in the next 4 months; you may wish to listen in for more 
detail? 

March 
❀ From the Plot: March is the time to make a clean start, uncover beds, fork over and remove 

any surviving weeds.  March is the time to sow seeds both indoors and outside but take care 
not to overdo it as the weather sometimes takes a turn for the worst with cold nights and cold 
winds still possible. 

✿ From the Garden: Finish pruning roses and apply spring fertiliser.  Lawns will benefit from a 
feed of “feed, weed and moss killer”. 

April 
❀ From the Plot: It’s April and spring has arrived, clocks have gone back so lighter evenings, 

more sunlight and less chance of a cold spell.  More chances to sow seeds and transplant 
plants started in the greenhouse, window sills, cold frame or cloche. 

✿ From the Garden: A continuation of the tasks for March. Finish pruning roses and apply spring 
fertiliser.  Lawns will benefit from a feed of “feed, weed and moss killer”. 

May 
❀ From the Plot: Often in May day time temperatures rise high enough to make you forget that 

nights can still be cold and watch out for those late frosts.  Especially vulnerable are fruit trees 
which could be flowering in your allotment or patio pots. 

✿ From the Garden: Continue to mow lawns.  Treat roses for black spot and greenfly.  Seed 
directly hardy annuals and plant out purchased plants.  Lift spring flowering bulbs if space is 
required. 

June 
❀ From the Plot: June marks the start of summer and grass is growing inside and round your 

allotment so keep it under control with regular cutting and strimming.  Don’t forget to remove 
weeds from any fencing as these weeds will be seeding and spreading weeds in your 
allotment and that or your neighbours.  A suggestion is making a border either side of your 
fence that you regularly weed and this will halt weed production in its tracks. 

✿ From the Garden:  Enjoy your garden on a fine day.  Why not a BBQ?  Finish off lifting spring 
bulbs if space required.  Look out for the dreaded Lilly Beetle. 

 

In memory of John Stewart 
Many members of the Association have asked that we remember John Stewart through the purchase 
of a garden seat on the Wivenhoe Allotments.   

For those of you who would like to contribute to this seat please leave a donation at the Trading Hut 
on a Sunday morning, through the door of the Trading Hut in an envelope at any time or give to a 
Committee member. 




	WAGA Spring Edition 2018
	Jen's article 2

