
Christmas is almost upon us and a time to begin thinking about the New Year. 

1. Subscriptions  .   Please note your WAGA membership is due for renewal. As agreed at our 
AGM last year, the subscription rate has gone up to £6. Per household or £3.50 if both adults
are over 65 or receiving a state pension. Please note that even with this increase only covers 
approximately half the costs of running the Association, to cover these costs we look to 
make a margin of profit on all items which are sold in the Trading Hut. So thank you to 
everybody who uses the Trading Hut. Subscriptions can be paid at the Trading Hut any 
Sunday in the New Year or put through the letterbox of either the Trading Hut or, if more 
convenient, the letter box at Toad Hall, 16 Colchester Road, Wivenhoe. Please write your 
name and address clearly on the envelope. 

2. Seed Potato Orders. Emails are going out as invoices for seed potatoes ordered in the 
summer for payment with subscriptions from 6 January 2019. These can now be collected 
from late January (earlies and second earlies) and mid-February for (main crop and salad). 
There may also be a small quantity of seed potatoes available for sale once we have taken 
delivery of the pre-ordered seed potatoes. We ordered 33 different varieties of seed potato 
this year. 

3. Suttons Seeds. Please note that Suttons are offering a discount of 50% on seeds and 15% on 
everything else to all WAGA members. Orders can be placed by form or online. Please 
email or call Margaret Medler for the discount code or ask in the Trading Hut. Please note 
this is a substantial discount and available only to members, so contact Margaret on her 
mobile 07711 202983 or by email: margaret.medler@btopenworld.com or ask when you 
come in to pay your subscription.

4. Trading Hut. Our plans to extend the Trading Hut are presently on hold whilst we deal with 
the problem of the electricity pole and the supply of electricity into the Trading Hut. 

5. Insurance. Allotment holders might like to note that membership of WAGA means that you 
are covered for public liability claims against you whilst working on your plot since 
WAGA’s insurance policy covers all members. 

6. The Wivenhoe Show. This coming year’s Wivenhoe Show will be held on Saturday 7th 
September. This assumes we can find someone who is willing to take over from Jan Sheldon
as Show Registrar. Jan has performed this role admirably during the last 5 years but having 
done it for the last 5 years feels she doesn’t want to do it again so that she can enter the 
Wivenhoe Show too. She is willing to show someone what the job entails. Essentially it is 
about registering all of the entries to the Show, all 300 or so of them, in around 100 different
classes and making sure the right people get awarded the right trophies at the prize giving.  
It does require someone who is well organised and able to devote quite a lot of time in the 
days before the Wivenhoe Show. So this is an essential position and one without whom the 
Show cannot proceed. Please do give it some serious thought and give me a call to discuss – 
Peter Hill Tel: 823073.

7. AGM. The Annual General Meeting of WAGA will take place on Sunday morning, 3rd 
February at 11am in the Wivenhoe Cricket Club. This is your opportunity to have your say, 
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make a point, and put yourself forward for any of the positions, including that of Chairman. 
As usual there is a raffle at the AGM and tickets will be on sale from 6 January and donation
of prizes would be much appreciated.

8. Wivenhoe Town Council (WTC)     . I think it is fair to say that our previously good working 
relationship with WTC, owners of the allotments, disappeared when WTC decided to 
increase allotment rents by 25% without giving allotment holders any justification, and 
advised they want to adopt CBC documentation as well as eventually bring allotment rents 
into line with Colchester Borough Council. In sending out these notices to allotment holders,
WTC has overlooked all of the work performed by various members of the Committee 
which, without us would have to be undertaken by the Council. On behalf of members, we 
have taken up these issues with WTC. We have sought an explanation for the increase which
we, at least at the time of writing this note, have yet to receive as well as want to know about
all of the local rules and regulations which have applied to Wivenhoe allotment holders over
many years if WTC just adopt CBC’s rules and regulations. I’m sure this subject will be 
aired some more at the AGM. In the meantime, we will continue to offer WAGA members 
the opportunity to pay their allotment rents at the Trading Hut at the same time as you pay 
for your WAGA membership to save a trip to the Council offices. 

So, wishing you a very happy Christmas and a healthy New Year.


