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A letter from your returning Chairman – Peter Hill 
Every winter is different isn’t it? It is still possible that the Beast from the East might return, but let’s hope 
not. It was bitterly cold with an icy wind on the 29th April last year when we asked Carol Flitter and other 
members of John Stewart’s family to unveil the bench in his memory.   

 

We have also now held the competition for the John Stewart Gone Fishing 
Memorial Trophy. 4 people entered the competition for the Best Transformed 
Garden or Plot.  I am grateful to Gilli Primrose. Mike Gosling, Carmen Li and 
Paul Martin who all entered this unusual competition.  I am hoping that these 
4 people will each enter their gardens into Open Gardens this year (May 
18/19) as other people deserve to see what they have achieved.   

Certainly Alan Thomas, Jan Sheldon and I enjoyed our visits to view the 
results of their vision and hard work. Carmen Li was judged by us to be the 
worthy winner and was presented with the John Stewart Gone Fishing 
trophy at our AGM in February.  This special trophy was designed by Ron 
Williams and made by our President this year, Bob Needham, with help 
from Town Council staff and Duncan Boon.   

The Committee has now agreed the terms for this year’s competition. See 
elsewhere in this newsletter for details.   
We remain frustrated with our landlords, Wivenhoe Town Council who seem very reluctant to explain to us 
how they justify the proposed 25% increase in allotment rents this coming October and then further rises to 
follow to achieve CBC levels when most of the work in managing the Allotments is carried out by the WAGA 
committee.  Discussions are on-going! 

We have also been frustrated in our plans for the extension of the Trading Hut which Ron Williams has been 
encouraging us to press on with despite his own issues.  Alan Thomas has now had two meetings with UK 
Power Networks and has succeeded in reducing the cost of dealing with the electricity pole and the supply of 
electricity into the Trading Hut.  Bob Partridge, a new member of WAGA and a ‘sort of retired’ electrician has 
volunteered his time and experience to make the new connection into the Trading Hut in preparation for the 
extension.  We will just have to pay for the cost of materials which will mean a big saving. So now we are back 
on course, and with Alan’s involvement, we can make progress. 

Plans for our Wivenhoe Show on Saturday 7th September are in hand. I 
hope you are all thinking what you will enter.  There are around 100 
classes to choose from.  The Show is not just about large carrots or 
onions, although it is always fun to see just how large or long things can 
grow, but about the Best that Wivenhoe Makes or Grows.  This includes 
handicrafts too and there is a large children’s section.  Secretary Angela 
Daisley works with our two local schools to get as many children 
involved as possible. 

 
Check out our website for more WAGA information. You can find photos, forms, minutes of Committee 
meetings and lots more on there.  Hope to see in the Trading Hut some time.  Apart from seeds, there are 
poles, fat canes, matting, bagged fertilisers, and more.  Please do pop in one Sunday morning between 10am 
and 12 noon.     Peter Hill - Chairman, WAGA Tel: 01206 823073 email: Peter@toadhall2.co.uk 

Reminder: WAGA subscription renewals need to be paid by 31.3.19 please. 

mailto:Peter@toadhall2.co.uk
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‘Gone Fishing’ – competition topic for 2019  

 

The competition in memory of John Stewart this year will be based on the best 
use of your greenhouse and open to all allotment holders and garden members. 
However you use your greenhouse you will be eligible to enter, whether it be 
propagation, growing crops or flowers, cultivating Alpines or cacti, all uses will be 
considered. 
All you need to do is apply by emailing alanplot3a@gmail.com by 1 April 2019 saying you wish to take 

part and then take photos each month from April to November.  We will come back to you to let you 

know how we want to receive the photographs. 

There will also be a ‘House’ visit by the judging panel in late August to assist with assessing entries and to 

make sure no-one is sending us ‘photos of Kew Gardens!’. 

The prize giving and announcement of the winner will be at the next AGM to be held 2 February 2020. 

Easter weekend 
Friday 19 April, Good Friday the Trading Hut opens for an additional morning 10:00 and 12:00. 

Sunday 21 April Easter Sunday WAGA ‘Get Together’ from 11:00 at the Communal Area. 
Easter weekend to some is the official beginning of the growing season so we are celebrating by sharing a 
bowl of soup or a glass of wine, depending on the weather – we can never tell!  Look forward to seeing all 
WAGA members there – allotment holders and garden members. 

A new Life Member – Fred Purdy 
The WAGA Committee decided last December that we wanted to recognise the sterling contribution made 
by Fred Purdy to WAGA over a great many years, almost so many that no-one is quite sure and not even 
Fred himself.  We think it is approaching 50 years.  Over this time, he has been most helpful to many other 
allotment holders either directly, or indirectly by keeping the compost toilet clean and stocked with loo roll.  
Accordingly, we made him a Life Member of WAGA, and I was pleased to write to him on 15 December to 
this effect.  He thereby joins the likes of Brian Blake, David Darlington, Celia O’Donnell, Rose Bailey and 
Peter Watkinson in achieving this honour and recognition. 

WAGA Outings 
It is a long time since we had a WAGA outing.   The Committee considered doing something last year and 
Caroline Dawson researched some prices and cost of hiring a coach.  Is this something that members would 
like us to do?  Please let me have your views and whether you would be going to somewhere like RHS Hyde 
Hall, near Maldon, or further afield to RHS Wisley perhaps. 

What might be in your allotment or garden water butt – Sid Price 
A recent study of allotment water butts throughout the UK found that some three quarters contained the 
bacteria which cause legionnaires disease.  What is legionnaires disease, and should we be concerned? 

 

The disease gets its name after being first diagnosed at an American 
Legion convention in Philadelphia in 1976.  It is an atypical pneumonia 
caused by breathing in water mist containing the bacteria.  In America it is 
believed to cause between 2 and 9 percent of all pneumonia cases 
(presumably because of the large number of home air-conditioning 
systems) and between 5 and 30 percent, depending on age and health, of 
those infected die.  The last major outbreak in the UK was in 1985 when 
175 people were diagnosed with the disease of which 28 died.  The 
outbreak was traced to the cooling system at the Stafford Hospital. 

Should we be concerned?  Probably not, but there are things we should avoid doing on our allotments and in 
our gardens.  People have been made seriously ill, indeed have died, through being pricked by a rose thorn.  
This is not a reason to grub out our roses.  Legionnaires disease is spread though breathing in vaporised mist, 
not through watering using a watering can.  It does suggest however that we should avoid filling our spray 
containers from water butts on our plots or in our gardens, particularly in warm weather when the bacteria 
are likely to be more prevalent.  So, the suggestion is that you fill up your sprays from the mains water supply 
instead. 

This Photo by Unknown Author 

mailto:alanplot3a@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/arriabelli/2489811453/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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WAGA AGM Sunday 3 February 2019 – Angela Daisley, Secretary 

 

The President of the Association received a warm welcome from the 

membership; Cllr. Bob Needham commented on how impressed he was to 

see so many WAGA members attend the AGM, signs of a “healthy 

organisation,” he stated. 

Our Chairman, Peter Hill, spoke of the untimely death of both John Stewart 

and Jan Sparkes in 2018 and thanked Ron Williams and Fred Purdy for their 

splendid efforts in arranging memorial benches for these two well respected 

members of WAGA.  Fred Purdy, although not present, was welcomed as an 

Honorary Life Member. 

Thanks, were given to the generous nature of the members for their donations to the Trading Hut extension, 

as well as contributions from The Wivenhoe Community Trust and local Borough Councillors.  The project has 

been put on hold for two reasons.  The awful “Beast from the East” in the early spring and the protracted 

negotiations for the removal of the electricity pole at the back of the Trading Hut.  With Vice Chair Alan 

Thomas now in charge, this obstacle will soon be removed.  The Membership unanimously agreed to give Alan 

the authority to go ahead and meet with UK Power Network; seek a far more reasonable price for the removal 

of the pole and other associated electrical work.  

With Bob and Iris Baldwin moving to Suffolk, Chris Faucheux and Brian Reed have taken up Bob’s reigns in the 

past few months of looking after the Trading Hut and other maintenance work on the allotment.  Ron 

Williams, who has not been in the best of health, was again, with huge cheers, voted onto the WAGA 

Committee.  Martin Smith was thanked for his skills in being able to breathe life into the mowers and 

strimmers, so popular in the summer months. 

The Wivenhoe Show had lived up to its promise of being “Bigger and Better!” Even with the hot, dry summer 

there were plenty of exhibits on display.  Peter thanked the commitment and work of the committee and 

other members of the association for making this such a huge success. 

On another note, many members at the AGM voiced their displeasure at Wivenhoe Town Council for raising 

allotment rents by 25%, with no justification and wanted to see the respective figures of income and 

expenditure dealing with the allotments.  Additionally, there was anger at the proposed introduction and 

adoption of the Colchester Borough Council Tenancy Agreement, without any means of consultation with 

WAGA and current allotment holders.  The membership were extremely supportive of the stand being taken 

by the committee, and voted unanimously for the Chairman to write to Wivenhoe Town Council voicing their 

concerns. 

Our Treasurer Jez Gladwin gave a detailed summary of WAGA’s financial standing, with a small profit from 

2017-2018.  Monies were raised mainly from the Wivenhoe Show and sales from the Trading Hut, although 

sales were decreasing because of purchases being made on-line. 

The WAGA Committee for 2019 -2020 was elected with the following people in post: 

 Chairman  Peter Hill 
 Vice Chair  Alan Thomas 
 Treasurer  Jez Gladwin 
 Secretary  Angela Daisley 

 Membership Secretary Margaret Medler 
 Trading Hut Manager Chris Faucheux 
 Auditor   Penny McCourt 

Other members of the WAGA Committee are Rose Bailey, Caroline Dawson, Jan Sheldon, Chrissie Boalch, Ron 
Williams, Pip Scott, Brian Reed, Kerry Gibby, Stella Willcocks and Rachel Staveley. 

Date for your diary or scheduler - the next WAGA AGM will be held on 
Sunday 2 February 2020 at 11.00am, venue to be agreed. 
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Wivenhoe Allotments Report – Brian Reed 

Water Supply:  Taps will be re-installed, and the water turned on in early April 2019. 

Water Tanks: The water tanks, sited, either between the Trading and Mower Huts or adjacent to the Dry-Store 
are now full and are free for anybody to use, however, this collected water is not “drinking water”. 

Telegraph Pole: The Trading Hut extension could not proceed until a decision had been made on the removal 
of this pole which provides electricity access to the Trading Hut, however UK Solutions have now made a 
proposal which has been accepted as financially viable with Allotment personnel helping towards the initial 
ground works. 

Dry-Store 
Once again, to date, the use of this Dry-Store has been working 
well and recently when the store was full the deposited 
“burnable” material took just three hours to clear, a far cry from 
taking several days!  A previous comment on too much earth 
being left on roots, is now, hopefully, a thing of the past, as very 
little was found this time and no rats either!  

Compost Bins: These take about one year to compost / burn down properly.  Bins 1, 2, 3 and 5 are full and 
covered.  The griddle has been moved in front of Bin 6, the long one, and this is now open for use. 

 

As always, it seems, there is a gripe, Bin 4 is open for 
compostable material but a couple of weeks ago at least a sack 
full of spent potatoes had been dumped and covered over, and 
more recently chard roots, raspberry and gooseberry cuttings 
were also buried but because we regularly remove material 
from the front to the back they were found and removed.  Also, 
someone took the time and effort to deposit tree and shrub 
cuttings over the fence behind the compost bin area having 
already walked past the “Dry Store” however, this material was 
immediately removed for proper disposal.  

In addition to the “Dry Store” there is a separate receptacle for root vegetables, such as rhubarb, parsnips, chard, 
swede and dahlia roots etc that are either too big or take too long to compost down. 

Comment, how do we allotmenteers grow potatoes, well we plant seed potatoes a bit like what was thrown 
away! 

Bonfires: It is the intention for these to be held at more regular intervals but note that if there is a grating over 
the cage then please do not attempt to add further material, as this indicates the fire is being allowed to go out, 
an action that has taken up to seven days to occur and this despite it having rained.  The resulting ash will / has 
been sieved and placed in black plastic bags for your “free” collection and use but do not attempt to move the 
cage to help yourself.  Please be patient. 

Glass: Pleased to report that no further glass has been left in the recycling area, so continue to either take it 
home or keep on your plots until the next skip arrives over the Easter weekend. 

Metal: Scrap metal of any form, from the allotments continues to be collected for disposal at the recycling area 
and again this process continues to be working well. 

Surplus "Produce" shelves (by the main entrance): These shelves are designed for depositing surplus produce 
grown “on-site” with a polite request to take home glass and plastic etc. Everyone can help keep this area tidy 
with only excess produce or plants left for people to help themselves. 

Thank you everyone for your help in keeping the allotments in good condition. 
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WAGA Gardening Notes 

 
Now on FM 106.6 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret 
Medler record a 15-minute session for Colne Radio entitled 
WAGA Gardening Notes which goes on the air every 
Saturday morning at 11:00.  Our intrepid trio are now 
going to share with you some of the content of the sessions 
that will be going out in the next 4 months; you may wish 
to listen in for more detail?  

March 

❀ From the Plot: Everyone remembers 2018 but let’s hope the Beast does not arrive this year. This is the 
month to hunt out those early seeds such as parsnip, beetroot, radish, squash, carrots, peas, chard 
and of course the first sowing of lettuce and first early seed potatoes. 

✿ From the Garden: This is a busy month for gardeners. Finish planting out roses and complete their 
pruning. Also prune back summer flowering shrubs which flower on new wood such as Buddleia 
Davidii.  A good time to lay out a new lawn. 

April 

❀ From the Plot: With a later than usual change in the clocks in the last day in March it is with pleasure 
that we have lighter evenings, more sunlight and less chance of a cold spell.  As early crops emerge 
mulch with leaf mould and compost to keep weeds down and keep in much needed moisture. 

✿ From the Garden: Continue to mow lawns, progressively reducing the height of the cut. Spray roses 
against black spot and greenfly and sow half hardy and other annuals directly into their flowering 
position. 

May 

❀ From the Plot: May is one of the best months to be on your allotment as everything becomes green 
and thrives and by the middle of the month the danger of frosts is really over and once you have 
hardened off some of the plants in the cold frame, you can plant out. 

✿ From the Garden: Remember May is one of our driest months so avoid cutting the lawn too short 
during a dry spell. Lawns will benefit from a feed of sulphate of ammonia, about 2 to 3 oz. per 2 gallon 
watering can. 

June 

❀ From the Plot: June can become suddenly hot, so watering becomes an important task on the 
allotment.  Weeds and pests also become more prevalent.  Black fly on the broad beans and groundsel 
on any open ground are the first signs. Removing the tips of the broad beans halts black fly for a while 
and hoeing whilst the sun is out is satisfying and also keeps weeds at bay. 

✿ From the Garden:  Watch out for fungal diseases on the lawn such as dollar spot and treat with 
appropriate fungicides. Look out for briar shoots and suckers on your roses which may pop up some 
distance from the rose – they usually have 7 leaves against the usual 5 on the rose. Enjoy your hardy 
herbaceous which are at the best in June. 

Item from 2018 too late for the previous newsletter - Tree Festival and Victorian Fair 

 

For the first time in many years WAGA entered a Christmas tree in the 
Wivenhoe Congregational Church Tree Festival and Victorian Fair. 
Committee members Caroline Dawson and Chrissie Boalch decided to 
decorate the tree with numerous things to be found in our gardens including 
vegetables, fruit, flowers, birds and bugs.   
Caroline and Chrissie were pleased with the overall effect and received 
plenty of lovely compliments. 
Entering a tree decorated in this way promoted the Association and what it 
represents in the community. 

Reminder: Sunday 21 April - Easter Sunday WAGA ‘Get Together’ from 
11:00 at the Communal Area. 


