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A letter from your Chairman – Peter Hill 
As I write this, it is nearing the end of May and some of my rhododendrons are yet to 
bloom and the foxgloves still have tight buds.  This Spring has been a challenge for nature 
as well as gardeners.  I hope your garden and your vegetable plot are looking good?  I had a 
walk around the Allotments recently and I was very impressed; there is so much evidence 
of hard work over there and the Allotments must be in their best overall state ever. 

Regarding allotment plots, we have raised strong concerns about the proposed rent 
increases and changes to the terms and conditions governing plots as well communications in general with the 
Council.  We have offered a number of ways to improve the working relationship between the Council and 
ourselves including a joint Working Group where we discuss matters.  The recent Town Council election 
process has interrupted our mutual desire to improve matters, but I hope we can get things resolved soon. 

It is Show time, or at least soon will be.  Ron Williams has been working on this year’s Schedule after we agreed 
some changes to the 100 categories.  We have found a new Show Registrar in Jacqueline (Jax) Thomas.  Jax has 
previously entered the Show and has volunteered to take over this role from Jan Sheldon.  A lot of people are 
involved in organising the Show.  This will be WAGA’s 55th Show. It has a long history and many cups have been 
donated.  Of course, for the Show to be really successful, it needs lots of entries and I hope you will all look to 
see whether you could enter something that you have made or grown of which you are a little bit proud.  With 
100 different categories to enter, you have lots of options.  Please do mention the Show to your friends.  The 
Show is open to every Wivenhoe resident to enter one or more exhibits, there are categories for children as 
well.  Please visit the Show. The date? The first Saturday in September, that is, Saturday 7th September.  Make a 
note of it now. 

The Project to extend the Trading Hut is progressing only slowly.  Having got the agreement of UK Power 
Networks to let us do some of the work involved in re-routing the power supply to alongside the fence to the 
Trading Hut volunteers have already dug the trench.  We hope that the project will now proceed apace.  

Peter Hill, Chairman 

The John Stewart ‘Gone Fishing’ Trophy 

Having agreed that we wanted a trophy to remember John Stewart, and one that 
could be presented annually at the AGM on a different subject each year, with that 
subject being perhaps slightly quirky. The Committee felt that the greenhouses 
could be a worthwhile subject, especially given we have so many members, both 
garden and allotment members, with greenhouses that finding the person who has 
used their greenhouse to best advantage ought not to be too difficult. The 
problem with ‘quirky’ ideas is setting the rules.    

So, we have no rules other than the greenhouse needs to be of normal garden size. We need a photograph or 
two to show us what you have been growing in your greenhouse and we need to hear from you by the time of 
our Show, on 7th September.  Pictures of your greenhouse should be sent to me preferably by email at 
peter@toadhall2.co.uk  

I look forward to hearing from you.   Peter Hill 

  

mailto:peter@toadhall2.co.uk
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The Wivenhoe Show 

Introducing our new Show Registrar – Jax Thomas 

 

Malbec.  This soft and fruity Argentinian can get you into a lot of bother.  When Peter Hill 
suggested that I might like to take on the role of Show Registrar for WAGA it was probably 
due to the one or two glasses of the red nectar that I agreed. 

On the 24th February I met with Jan Sheldon who has been dealing with all the entries for 
the last 5 years.  I was impressed with Jan’s unflappability when I entered some craft 
items for the show last year.  Everyone was asking her questions and I was confused about 
where to place my teapot cover and other silly things I had brought but she was so calm 
and patient.  

 

Peter organised a visit to Jan’s house so that we could talk over what was involved. It wasn’t until I saw the 
mountain of paperwork and detailed plans that were involved that I appreciated how hard she must have 
worked to achieve that level of swan-like serenity.  Over tea and biscuits, Jan explained how she now wished 
to concentrate on entering the show, instead of helping to organise it.  Jan patiently took me through the 
process she has developed and mentioned all the people who are able to assist. 

All the boxes of paper and cards and lists showed just how hard those little swanny legs had been paddling 
under the water.  I stashed them in my house and thought “Oh well, it’s not for ages yet.” 

My first meeting in the Trading Hut was in March.  The Committee were so friendly and helpful.  They were 
clearly so supportive of each other in all the different jobs to be done, that I started to see that there was a 
team effort involved in everything that they do for WAGA.  When the discussion turned to the topic of a new 
design for the cover of the show booklet, several committee members were able to offer the graphic design 
skills of relatives and friends.  The motivational currency appeared to be the old Malbec again.  I thought “I 
have joined the right team here.” 

The “Meet the Committee” event on the Sunday 21st April was my first real 
introduction to the Allotments in action, with visitors and allotmenteers 
dropping in for tea and coffee and hot cross buns on a beautiful day in the 
shade of a gazebo.  I chatted to a few people and did my best to encourage 
people to start thinking about getting something ready for the show in 
September.  I know a lot of people were busy that weekend with important 
stuff like watering and planting, but it was good to see how well used the 
allotments are and how much the Trading Hut is used by WAGA members.   

I have now started to plan in detail for the show and I am hoping I can match Jan’s dedication and efficiency.  I 
do know for sure that I am going to need to buy in a case of Malbec, not for me you understand, just to give 
as “Thank you” gifts to the supporters and helpers in the run up to the show.  I have two mottos.  Number 
one, “it is meant to be a fun event for everyone.” Number two “Be calm”, which I have just noticed is an 
anagram of Malbec. 

Key messages and dates 

This year’s Wivenhoe Show is on Saturday 7 September in the William Loveless Hall. 

The SHOW SCHEDULE is coming out with this newsletter and we all hope that you will find something to show 
and make 2019 a year to remember.  Please note that the Schedule is also available on our web site and you 
can enter items into the Show online. 

Please return all Show Entry forms to Jax Thomas by Wednesday 4 September latest. 

The GRAND DRAW, a number of books of raffle tickets are given to each WAGA member.  Please can you try 
and sell as many as you can to family, friends and work colleagues.  The prizes are well worth winning.  First 
prize £100 – now that could come in handy!!   

Any tickets not sold please return to the Promoter at: 14 Jack Hatch Way, Wivenhoe, 
CO7 9SH by or on Show Day. 
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WAGA Gardening Notes 

 
Now on FM 106.6 

Every month Sid Price, Peter Watkinson and Margaret 
Medler record a 15-minute session for Colne Radio 
entitled WAGA Gardening Notes which goes on the air 
every Saturday morning at 11:00.  Our intrepid trio are 
now going to share with you some of the content of the 
sessions that will be going out in the next 4 months; you 
may wish to listen in for more detail? 

 

July 

❀ From the Plot: Water vegetable plants regularly to guard against bolting and especially keep runner 
beans watered at the roots to help flowers set and pods to form.  Weed regularly and harvesting. 

✿ From the Garden:  Continue to spray roses against aphids and black spot and deadhead flowers that 
have finished flowering.  Also deadhead peonies to encourage a second growth.  Lupins and 
delphiniums can be cut back to ground level again to encourage a second growth. 

August 

❀ From the Plot: Harvest crops when they are young and if you have a glut, freezing is recommended.  
This is the month to harvest your onions and dry before storing. 

✿ From the Garden: You may need to apply a selective weed killer to your lawn.  Aim to stop feeding roses 
by this month to avoid weak growth extending into winter.  Inspect dahlias for signs of virus infection 
and make a note to discard the infected rhizomes when lifting later in the year.  Plant out Madonna 
Lilies as soon as possible. 

September 

❀ From the Plot: Time to lift your maincrop potatoes and store in darkness in a frost free environment 
and they will last over the winter.  Harvest pumpkins and squashes and plant autumn onions. 

✿ From the Garden: Scarify lawn and apply a top dressing and fertilizer low in nitrogen.  Continue to take 
cuttings for propagation of ripe and semi-ripe strikings, Buddleia Davidii, Caryopteris, Fuchsias, Hebes. 

October 

❀ From the Plot: It’s autumn and time to start digging over cleared ground using your own compost as a 
mulch or digging in to improve the soil.  Pick the last runner beans, finish lifting potatoes and maintain 
your overwintering brassica plants. 

✿ From the Garden: A good month to plant out hardy herbaceous plants and to take cuttings for 
propagation from fruit trees and bushes.  Start planting out spring and summer flowering bulbs. 

The Wivenhoe Show continued 
Wivenhoe Show – request for support from members 

 

Grand Draw – could any WAGA members help by donating raffle prizes for the 

Grand Draw drawn at the Wivenhoe Show.  The Grand Draw will support WAGA 

in the building of the extension to the Trading Hut.  We are looking for one 

substantial raffle prize - a bottle of Champagne, a Malt Whisky or a Vintage 

Port.  Once again, a luxury hamper is a major prize and any quality food items 

within a three month sell by date of the show will be extremely welcome.  The 

hamper last year was superb commented the actual winner. 

Tombola - Jez Gladwin is also seeking smaller items for the Tombola.  The profit 

from this stall is used to maintain, and where necessary re-stock plants in the 

garden beds at the top of Heath Road.  Theses beds were initially established 

many years ago by the Duffield Family and are still maintained by a small group 

of dedicated WAGA members. 

Many thanks in anticipation. 

Angela Daisley (WAGA Show Secretary) contact 01206 - 825203  

http://www.anyonita-nibbles.co.uk/2017/12/last-minute-foodie-gifts-for-secret.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Wivenhoe Allotments – Estate Report 
Water Supply: 
Taps were re-installed, and the water was turned on in early April 2019. 

Water Tanks: 
The water tanks, sited, either between the Trading and Mower Huts or adjacent to the Dry-Store are now full 
and are free for anybody to use, however, this collected water is not “drinking water”.  

A further tank is to be considered for siting near the “Compost Toilet” area. 

Telegraph Pole: 
The Trading Hut extension can now proceed as UK Solutions have made representations and we now know 
what we can do, the electricity trench has been dug, however, despite numerous offers, we are unable to 
remove the pole ourselves, it’s a Health & Safety issue! 

Dry-Store: 

Once again, it is pleasing to report that generally the use of this Dry-Store continues to be working well, 
however, there are some allotment colleagues who do not know the difference between what is compostable 
and what is burnable! 

For brassicas (brussel sprouts, broccoli, kale etc) please shake off dirt, 
then please remove green leaves and put in the compost bin before 
placing stumps in the Dry Store for burning.  

Compost Bins: 
These take about one year to compost / burn down properly (really 
gets hot in there!!).  Bins 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 are full and covered. Bin 6 was 
emptied in very quick time and was immediately opened for 
compostable material.  Bin 1, is now open for compost removal. 

 
However, there are still unscrupulous “dumpers” who do not know what goes where, if its woody it can only be 
burnt, there are notices to advise what is good and what is bad composting. Once again tree and bush prunings 
have been deposited in Bin 6 then disguised with other welcome material! 

Another gripe, who grows too many of certain vegetables, for instance, up to twenty chard plants, up to a metre 
high, were put in the dry store with green/red leaves still attached, the roots should have been chopped off and 
put in the root box with the foliage being put in the compost bin.  Also, who tipped a whole wheelbarrow of 
mixed prunings and weeds into Bin 6.  The height level is above five feet, so it had to be a strong man to lift it 
that far, but why? 

Bonfires: 
It is the intention for these to be held at more regular intervals but note that if there is a grating over the cage 
then please do not attempt to add further material, as this indicates the fire is being allowed to go out, an action 
that has taken up to seven days to occur and this despite it having rained. The resulting ash will be sieved and 
placed in black plastic bags for your “free” collection and use, but do not attempt to move the cage to help 
yourself. Please be patient. 

Glass: 
Pleased to report that no further glass has been left in the recycling area, so continue to either take it home or 
keep on your plots until the next skip arrives over the August Bank Holiday weekend. 

Metal: 
Scrap metal of any form, but only from the allotments continues to be collected at the recycling area and this 
was cleared mid-May, not sure how metal bed ends found their way onto the allotment site though! 

Surplus "Produce" shelves (by the main entrance): 
I was going to write about a much-improved usage of these shelves which are there for depositing SURPLUS 
PRODUCE GROWN “ON SITE” ONLY with a polite request to take home glass and plastic etc.  However, over the 
last weekend in May, two large blue bags of pots and trays appeared.  This only encourages others to dump 
items there.  If you bring them in, please take them home.  Everyone can help keep this area tidy with only 
excess produce or plants left for people to help themselves. 


